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March 15, 2022 

 

The Honorable Martin J. Oberman, Chairman 

Surface Transportation Board 

395 E Street SW 

Washington, DC 20423 

 

Dear Chairman Oberman and Members of the Surface Transportation Board, 

 

Freight demand is expected to grow 30% over the next two decades. We are 

concerned that the proposed rule on reciprocal switching (EP 711-1), if 

implemented, would lead to less rail usage in the future — an outcome that 

would negatively impact communities, businesses and local economies across 

the country, undermine intercity passenger rail, and increase transportation-

related emissions. 

 

U.S. freight railroads account for 40% of long-distance freight in the United 

States (but just 1.9% of transportation-related emissions) and host nearly three-

quarters of Amtrak’s passenger network. They also self-fund the maintenance of 

their networks and operations, a huge economic benefit to the communities and 

businesses connected to the world’s most productive and cost-effective freight 

rail system. 
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Continued investments are critical to safety and efficiency on this network. 

Because EP 711-1 stands to undercut rail revenues, it also stands to undercut the 

massive investments that enable efficient service. Less efficient service 

disadvantages rail customers and pushes them to other modes. 

 

For our communities and businesses, forced access presents both short-term 

disruption to an already strained supply chain and long-term harm if it leads to 

fewer transportation options for businesses and more congestion on public 

infrastructure — not to mention diminished passenger rail service. 

 

Another consideration is the potential impact of the rule on the carbon footprint 

of U.S. goods movement. Researchers at the think tank Third Way have urged 

Congress to enact policies that shift freight “away from more carbon-intensive 

modes like trucking and aircraft and towards rail.” Just a 10% shift would cut 

greenhouse gas emissions by 17 million tons annually. It makes little sense, in 

this context, to pass a rule that could result in just the opposite. 

 

Freight transportation is changing as e-commerce reshapes supply chains. 

Railroads face steep competition, not only from each other, but also from other 

modes like trucks. Forced access would not only disrupt the most reliable piece 

of the supply chain, but also jeopardize the long-term viability of railroads 

across the nation. 

 

Especially in this moment, when our supply chain, economic recovery and 

environmental future are top of mind, rail is a tool that could address multiple 

national goals. For these reasons, we urge the Board to oppose the proposed rule 

on reciprocal switching (EP 711-1). 

 

Sincerely, 



 
 

Louis F. Adler 

Engineer, Track Dept. 
 

 Ron Albee 

President, Jay-Reese Contractors, Inc. 
 

Leonard Allman 

Investor 
 

 Patrick Ameen 

VP Industry Relations, Amsted Rail 
Company, Inc. 
 

Paul Anderson 
 

 Mark Anderson 

DC Operator 2, Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Dwaine Aragon 
 

 Alejandro Arango 

Consulting Engineer 
 

Stephan Armstrong 
 

 Mark Arnold 

Solution Architect, BNSF Railway 
 

Dennis Aron 
 

 Nate Bachman 

VP Sales, Loram Technologies 
 

Bill Badger 
 

 Robert Baker 
 

Will Baker 

VP Sales, Evraz NA 
 

 Jim Baldwin 

Retired 
 

Lindell Barton 

Chief of Police, Alton & Southern 
Railway 
 

 Kirk Bastyr 

Publisher, Progressive Railroading 
 



 
 

Brian Beazer 

Dir. Environmental Compliance, Union 
Pacific Railroad 
 

 Peter Beckley 
 

Gary Benscoter 
 

 Basil Berchekas 
 

David Bergstrom 

President, Ragnar Benson, LLC 
 

 Jason Bernstein 

Field Service Tech 
 

Curtis Bilow 

Vice President, Ames Construction 
 

 Lisa Birnbaum 

Executive Recruiter, Edna A. Rice, 
Executive Recruiters, Inc. 
 

Jim Blackwell 

Special Agent, Norfolk Southern 
 

 Shawn Blais 

Railroad Employee 
 

Brant Blasier 
 

 Steve Blazenko 

CEO, GSS, Inc. 
 

Patricia Blochowiak 
 

 Gerard Bobal 
 

Bryan Boehm 

President, Rail, Custom Truck One 
Source 
 

 Marsha Boehm 

Retired 
 

George Bollinger 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Bolte 

COO/EVP, RECO 
 



 
 

Stephen Bolte 

VP Business Development, Danella 
 

 Pat Bonneville 

Retired 
 

Leslie Bonneville 

Retired 
 

 Troy Botts 

President, The DCM, Inc. 
 

Julie Bourgeois 
 

 Paul Boyer 
 

Allen Branham 

President, B4 Solutions, LLC 
 

 James Britton 

Retired, Association of American 
Railroads 
 

James Bronson 

Owner, Antrim Controls & Systems 
 

 Daniel Brown 

COO, RELAM, Inc. 
 

Robert Brown 

Retired, TTX Railcar Mechanic 
 

 Erika Bruhnke 

VP Training Services, RailPros 
 

David Buccolo 

Principal, Rusty Spike Rail Service 
 

 Brad Buckner 
 

Thomas Buller 
 

 Alfred Burk Jr. 
 

Ciaran Butler 
 

 Louise Campbell 

Retired Railroad Employee 
 



 
 

Alin Campian 

VP Commercial Strategy, RJ Corman 
Railroad 
 

 Regis Carr 
 

Thomas Carroll 
 

 Tom Carroll 
 

Eric Carter 

VP Technology, Harsco Rail 
 

 Jonathan Chalon 

Publisher, Simmons Boardman 
 

Eugene Chase 

Retired,  
 

 Dean Cimpl 

President, Precision Rail and Mfg 
 

Frederick Clarke 

Retired Locomotive Electrician,  
 

 Bruce Collins, Ph.D. 

 

 

Monte Colucci 

Signal Maintainer, CSXT 
 

 April Colyer 

Manager, Commercial Development, RJ 
Corman Railroad 
 

Doug Combs 

VP of NOAM, Harsco Rail 
 

 Thomas  V Connor 
 

Michael Couse 

Roadway Worker Protection Services, 
TCWR 
 

 Rick Cowan 

Lieutenant, Retired (Bossier Parish) 
 

Manny Crespo 
 

 Judy Cummings 

Director of Taxes, BNSF Railway 
 



 
 

Mike Czech 

TTX 
 

 Joseph Daloisio, III 

Track Division Manager, Railroad 
Construction Co., Inc. 
 

Thomas Daniels 

Past National Director, National 
Railroad Historical Society 
 

 Rob Darwin 
 

Thomas Daum 
 

 Greg Davies 
 

Richard L. Davis 

Retired 
 

 Steven Davis 

Manager, Steve's Classic Chevy and Ford 
Parts 
 

Clifford Dawley 
 

 William De Salvo 

Retired Gen. Manager Freight Claims, 
C&NW Railroad 
 

Nicholas Dean 

Operations Manager, Anderson's Railcar 
Repair 
 

 Cody Dedmon 
 

Brian DeFina 
 

 Greg Deibler 

Director, Asset Health, Association of 
American Railroads 
 

Jim Delton 
 

 George DeMarino 

Retired, NYC, PC, Conrail and CSX 
 

Wayne Denson 

Engineer, BLET 
 

 Douglas Denton 
 



 
 

Joyce DeYoung 

Vice President, LA DeYoung, Inc 
 

 Keegan Donegan 
 

T. Allen Doss 
 

 Royal Dougherty 
 

William Downey 

Dir. Government Affairs, RJ Corman 
Railroad 
 

 Robert Drayton 

Supervisor, BNSF Railway 
 

Michael Drudy 

Executive Director, Railway Systems 
Suppliers, Inc 
 

 Harry Edmunds 
 

Fred Ehlers 
 

 Chris Elliott 

President, Southtank Resources 
 

Bruce Emmons 

Emmons Cycle 
 

 Lyn English 

Inside Sales, Lindsay Transportation 
Solutions, LLC 
 

Russ Epting 

AVP Distibution Services, RJ Corman 
Railroad 
 

 Amy Esquibel 

Contracts Manager, Transportation 
Technology Center, Inc. 
 

Les Evans 

Carman, BNSF Railway 
 

 Mark Everett 

Safety Manager, Kuiken Brothers 
Company 
 

Mike Fahey 

AMAC 
 

 Julian Falls 

Manager Revenue Accounting, Norfolk 
Southern Corporation 
 



 
 

William Farris 

Retired 
 

 Chris Finley 

Retired 
 

John Fiorilla 

Partner, Dyer & Peterson 
 

 Kathleen S. Fisk 
 

Tom Flatau 
 

 Larry Ford 
 

Dan Frederick 

Founding Member, AMPS Traction 
 

 Darryl Gaslan 

Retired 
 

Desiree Gilliland 
 

 Robert Gilliland 
 

James Gilman 
 

 Robert Gorman 

Retired Transportation Management, 
Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Jay Gowan 

Senior Vice President, RailWorks 
 

 John Gravenkemper 

Sales Manager, Hatch & Kirk 
 

Ted Greener 
 

 Dexter Grindstaff 
 

Sheldon Grollmuss 

President, Shel-Bar Electronic Industries 
 

 Francis Guidara 
 



 
 

Jacob Haderer 

Owner, JMHc 
 

 Charles Haggard 

Retired 
 

Robert Hallanger 
 

 Chip Hallock 

President & CEO, Newark Regional 
Business Partnership 
 

Russell J Hamrick 
 

 Ashley Hannay 

Group Manager, Norfolk Southern 
 

Zach Hansen 

AVP Sales, Vossloh North America 
 

 Robert Harvey 
 

Thomas C Hecht 
 

 Gary Hemphill 

Prof. of Practice in Heavy Construction, 
South Dakota State University 
 

Michael Hendrix 

Senior Technical Director, CSX 
 

 James Hertwig 

Principal, HTC 
 

Kevin Hicks 

SVP, TranSystems Corporation 
 

 John Hilton 

Partner, Ironhorse Railroad 
Investments, LLC 
 

Robert Hirte 

Railroad Division Manager, Hamilton 
Construction Co. 
 

 Paul Hitchcock 

Retired 
 

Mike Hoban 
 

 Kathleen Hoffman 

Retired, Dir. Industry Initiatives, BNSF 
Railway 
 



 
 

Michael Holsenbeck 
 

 Tate Howard 
 

Harry Howard 

Native American Fellowship Inc. 
 

 Terry Huber 
 

Roger Scott Huisenga 
 

 Douglas Hutchison 

Retired 
 

Barry Isringhausen 

President, Cranemasters 
 

 Thomas Jacobowski 
 

Gary Jones 

Retired Railroader 
 

 Sarah Joy 

Owner, Top Shelf Business Consulting 
 

Robin Karns 
 

 Dennis Kearns 

Attorney 
 

Paul Keck 

Sr. Engineer, Lindsay Transportation 
Solutions 
 

 Thomas keenan 

President, AtMet Group 
 

Clinton Kegel 

President, Topeka Bench Ads 
 

 Leonard Kellermann 

Owner, Kellermann Advisors, LLC 
 

Lewis Kellison 

Retired, Norfolk Southern Corp. 
 

 James Kennedy 

Electrician, CSX 
 



 
 

Dianne Kennedy 
 

 Larry Kirstein 
 

John Knowles 
 

 Jonathan Kotler 

Associate Professor, University of 
Southern California 
 

David Landreth 

Vice President, Timiny R/R Construction 
Inc. 
 

 Alex Latchaw 

Technical Director, CSX Technology 
 

David Lawler 

Retired, Norlake, Ltd 
 

 Kevin Leddy 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

John Lee 
 

 Merril Lieb 

AVP Shortline Development, BNSF 
Railway 
 

Kenneth Lisenby 

Retired, CSX 
 

 James Logan 
 

David Longsworth 

BNSF Railway 
 

 Miles Lucero 

Manager, Car Repair Billing, Association 
of American Railroads 
 

Margaret MacLeod 
 

 Thomas Mann 

Sr. BI Developer, Florida East Coast 
Railway 
 

Arnold Marotta 
 

 Charles Masog 

Electrical Engineer, IBM/JDSU 
 



 
 

Douglas Mattson 

Owner, DRM RAILCARMOVER LLC 
 

 Sebastien Maury 

Business Development Manager, Leroy 
Automation 
 

Wes McBride 

Retired 
 

 John McCarthy 
 

Ann McCaskill 
 

 Gerald McCaskill 
 

Sharon  Yvonne McCray 

Distributor, Life Force International 
 

 Dan McFarling 

Director, Association of Oregon Rail & 
Transit Advocates 
 

Nancy McGee 
 

 John McGinley 

Amerities Holdings LLC 
 

Michael McGonagle 

VP, National Railroad Construction and 
Maintenance Association 
 

 Lelia McGregor 

Retired, Norfolk Southern 
 

William McGurk 
 

 James McNabb 
 

Robert Mecham 
 

 Claudio Meier 

Sales, Windhoff 
 

Fred Meineke 
 

 Rodney Melcher 
 



 
 

Frederick Mercurio 

SVP, Tomcat Development LLC 
 

 Dennis Mess 
 

Robert Metell 
 

 Russell Mickle 
 

Dianne Mikeska 

Subject Matter 
 

 Christopher Miller 
 

Amy Miller 

Dir. of Business Development, Northern 
Nevada Development Association 
 

 JoAnne Miner 

Product Manager, WABTEC 
 

Douglas Minerd 
 

 William Mitchell 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

Joseph Mocciaro 

Bowers & Co. 
 

 William Moore 

CEO, EME Rail Solutions LLC 
 

William Moorhead 

Principal, Trammco LLC 
 

 Codie Morehead 
 

Tom Morgan 
 

 David Morrell 
 

Allison Mosely 

VP Operations, Genesis Technologies, 
Inc. 
 

 Chuck Mudd 

President, Monon Northern Railway, 
LLC 
 



 
 

James Muin 
 

 Charles Muir 
 

Justin Mulligan 

Controls Tech, JCI 
 

 Mark Mylar 
 

Robert Myrick 

Retired 
 

 Tim Nelson 

Leadman, Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Alex Nelson 
 

 Frank A. Nibouar 

Retired 
 

Muhammad Noman 
 

 David Normile 
 

Samuel Nunnally 

Enterprise Architect, CSX 
 

 Lynn O’Mara 
 

Craig Oliver 
 

 Julio Olivetti 

Data Architect, Olivet Systems Inc. 
 

Carol Orndorff 

Retired, Norfolk Southern 
 

 Douglas Paasch 

Professional Engineer (P.E.) 
 

John Packard 

Owner, Fortius Consulting, LLC. 
 

 Michael Papes 

Operations Manager, Cal-Chlor Corp 
 



 
 

Glenda Parker 
 

 Dale Pecaut 

President, KAC RR Consulting 
 

Jim Perry 
 

 John Pettigrew 
 

Steven Phares 

President/CEO, Willoughby Valley 
Railroad Company 
 

 Marie Pinick 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

David Pinick 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

 Joseph Pizza 
 

Russell Pratt 

Pintsch Tiefenbach US Inc. 
 

 John Pratt 

Senior Manager Resource Planning, 
Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Douglas Proffitt 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

 Edward Pugh 

Sr. Technology Analyst, Norfolk 
Southern 
 

James Ragsdale 

Technology Engineer, Norfolk Southern 
 

 Lance Rasnake 
 

Charles Readman 

Retired Dist. Signal Engineer, SP/UPRR 
 

 Dave Reagan 

Retired, Former Locomotive Engineer 
 

Judith Reece 
 

 Gail Rendle 
 



 
 

John Renth 

Retired Railroad Employee 
 

 Alan Reynolds 

President, Geismar North America, Inc 
 

Edna Rice 

Owner, Edna A. Rice, Executive 
Recruiter, Inc. 
 

 Robert Richardson 

Retired, CSX 
 

Gene Richardson 
 

 WJ Richardson 
 

Lonna Richmond 
 

 Phil Richmond 
 

William Riddering 

Loram Maintenance of Way, Inc. 
 

 Dorothy Ritchie 
 

Hugo Rivera 

Special Agent, Norfolk Southern Police 
 

 Samuel Roberts 
 

Lisa Roberts 

Chief Growth Officer, Omaha Track, Inc. 
 

 Brian Rommel 

Manager Application and Information 
Mgt, Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Margaret Roszak 

AVP Revenue & Disbursement 
Management, BNSF Railway 
 

 John Rourke 
 

Jessica Samuels 

Sr. Software Engineer, BNSF Railway 
 

 Nannette Samuelson 
 



 
 

Louis Sanders 

Director Marketing, Ayers Electronics 
 

 Eric Sandgren 

Procurement Field Buyer, Koppers, Inc. 
 

Michael Scelsa 

VP of EH&S, Cal-Chlor Corporation 
 

 David Schmidt 

Retired, Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Barry Schoenberg 
 

 Norman Schoss 

Owner, Wilson Buffalo Farms 
 

Robert Schumaker 
 

 Patrick Seaney 
 

Mitch Semanik 
 

 Gary Shaffer 
 

Gary Shahan 

Mutual of Omaha 
 

 Gary Sharp 
 

Anne Shea 
 

 Kerry Shirley 

President, Spring Shadows Townhouses 
Association 
 

Andy Shoop 

Director, TMC Engineering Services 
 

 Wayne Shubert 

Retired, CNW 
 

Marc Silverman 
 

 Michael Sims 

Dispatcher, BNSF Railway 
 



 
 

Peter Skosey 
 

 James Slater 
 

Wilson Small 
 

 Kimberly Smith 
 

Nancy Snider 
 

 Van Sorrells 

Vice President, Dixie Precast, Inc. 
 

Larry Sosnowski 
 

 Urszula Soucie 

President, Railway Engineering-
Maintenance Suppliers Association 
 

Greg Spilker 

VP Sales & Marketing, MOW Equipment 
Solutions, Inc. 
 

 Jason Spinelli 
 

Peggye Sprouse 
 

 Harris Stein 

Train Director 
 

Daniel Steinberg 

Rail Consultant, Dan Steinberg 
Consulting 
 

 John Steiner 

Retired, Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Charles Stout 
 

 Edward Stovall 
 

John Sulzer 
 

 Woodruff Sutton 

Retired, Union Pacific Railroad 
 



 
 

Peter Szymczyk 
 

 Charles Tanner 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

Robert Taylor 

Owner, Razor Safe Railroad Weld 
Training & Engineering Services 
 

 Robert Taylor 

Taylor Solutions, LLC 
 

Stanley Taylor 

Retired 
 

 Steve Terpening 
 

Ray Thomas 
 

 Francis M. C. Thompson 

Retired, Union Pacific Railroad 
 

Michael Thornsbury 

Sales Engineer, Ceratizit Group 
 

 R. Tippens 
 

Marc Trani 

President & COO, Unity Railway Supply 
Co., Inc. 
 

 Carl Turney 

Retired, Formerly Mgr. Assets, Norfolk 
Southern 
 

Alan Udy 
 

 Thomas Ulrich 

CEO, Arthur N. Ulrich Co. 
 

Anthony Usher 

Railway Investigation Field Mgr. 
 

 Jennifer Valentine 
 

Joe Van Alstine 
 

 Margot Van Horn 
 



 
 

Maggie Vuono 

Director of Sales, Holland LP 
 

 Neil Wadhawan 

Co-Founder, Heartwood 
 

Richard Wagman 
 

 Marshall Walker 
 

Patrick Walsh 
 

 Ken Warrick 
 

Allen Webb 
 

 Keith Weber 

Retired Railroad Employee 
 

Caroline Weeks 
 

 Richard Westphal 
 

Chuck Weyer 

BNSF Railway 
 

 Gregory White 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

Ashley Wieland 

Pres., National Railroad Construction 
and Maintenance Association 
 

 David Williams 

Retired, BNSF Railway 
 

Jonathan Williams 
 

 Samuel Williams 

Manager, ASME 
 

David Winzen 

Account Exec., Transportation Products 
Sales Company Inc. 
 

 Theodore Wohlers 
 



    

 
 

Curtis Wyatt 
 

 Tim Wymer 

Locomotive Technology Engineer, 
Norfolk Southern 
 

Joel Yanes 

President, JAY 
 

 Abby Zach 

General Manager, Alton and Southern 
Railway 
 

 




