April 13, 2026

The Honorable Members of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation
United States Senate and House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Members of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation,

As state and local leaders, business organizations, and community stakeholders from
across the Commonwealth, we write to urge your strong support for freight rail priorities in
the upcoming Surface Transportation Reauthorization. Trains move Kentucky’s economy—
supporting jobs, strengthening supply chains, and ensuring producers, manufacturers,

and consumers remain competitive in national and global markets.

Our central location in the eastern United States makes the state a critical freight
crossroads. Major rail hubs in Louisville and the greater Cincinnati—-Northern Kentucky
region connect industries to national corridors reaching coastal ports and interior markets.
These connections allow Kentucky manufacturers, agricultural producers, and logistics
providers to move goods efficiently and reliably, keeping transportation costs down for
businesses and families.

Importantly, freight railroads operate on infrastructure they own, build, maintain, and
largely fund themselves. Rail lines also connect directly to inland river ports along the Ohio
and Mississippi River systems, expanding market access for local industries. Rail remains
especially vital for resource-based sectors, including mining, where it provides the most
efficient way to move large volumes of materials to power plants, manufacturers, and
export terminals—sustaining rural jobs and supporting the broader industrial economy.

Beyond its direct economic impact, freight rail strengthens transportation efficiency. By
moving large volumes of freight long distances, rail reduces highway congestion, limits
wear on public roads and helps stabilize supply chain costs—benefits that ultimately help
keep everyday goods more affordable for Kentuckians.

As Congress develops the next Surface Transportation Reauthorization, we urge your
support for policies that:

1. Sustain and Strengthen Federal Rail Grants: Programs like the Consolidated Rail
Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) grant and the Railroad Crossing
Elimination (RCE) grant are helping communities across the Commonwealth advance
critical safety and infrastructure upgrades. Recent awards include nearly $9.6 million for
the Quarry Road Grade Separation Project, eliminating two at-grade crossings in Hardin,
Larue, and Hart Counties, and $32.2 million for the Kentucky Freight Rail Improvement
Program to rehabilitate more than 60 miles of short line track and strengthen rural freight



corridors. Please continue supporting and growing these competitive grants that improve

safety, mobility, and system performance.

2. Support Performance-Based Regulation: Freight railroads already operate under
comprehensive federal safety oversight while continuing to invest billions annually in
infrastructure, equipment, and advanced safety technologies. As a result, the train
accident rate is down 43% since 2005 and 11% since 2023. Performance-based regulatory
approaches will ensure that railroads can continue improving safety outcomes while
maintaining efficient, cost-effective service for Kentucky industries and consumers.

3. Encourage Innovation and Infrastructure Investment: Modern inspection
technologies, automated monitoring systems, and predictive maintenance tools improve
safety and operational reliability across the rail network. Federal policies that encourage
innovation and support continued private-sector infrastructure investment will help ensure
that Kentucky’s rail system remains competitive and resilient.

From the industrial corridors of Louisville to the river-connected freight gateways along the
Ohio River and the long-standing rail networks supporting Kentucky’s mining and
manufacturing sectors, freight rail continues to serve as a cornerstone of the

Commonwealth’s economic strength.

We thank you for your leadership and respectfully urge your support for policies that
strengthen freight rail infrastructure, support innovation, and preserve the economic
competitiveness of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Sincerely,

Todd Alcott
Mayor
City of Bowling Green

Chad Aull
State Representative, District 79
Kentucky House of Representatives

Kim Banta
State Representative, District 63
Kentucky House of Representatives

Hil Boone
City Councilmember
City of Lexington

George Bray
Mayor
City of Paducha

Randy Bridges
State Representative, District 3
Kentucky House of Representatives

David Burdine
City Councilmember
City of Somerset

Charlie Castlen
Judge Executive
Daviess County



Chris Castlen
Commissioner
Daviess County

Kenny Catron
Mayor
City of Monticello

Kevin Caudill
Commissioner
City of Danville

Edward Cook
City Councilmember
City of Oak Grove

Gary Crenshaw
Mayor
City of Lebanon

Donald Eli Dix
Magistrate
Meade County

Bonnie Enlow
City Councilmember
City of Shepherdsville

Greyson Evans

Executive Director

Harrodsburg Mercer County Industrial
Development Authority

Shelley Funke Frommeyer
State Senator, District 24
Kentucky House of Representatives

Deanna Gordon
State Representative, District 81
Kentucky House of Representatives

Tim Gray
Mayor Pro Tem
City of Paris

Jimmie Green I
Judge Executive
McCreary County

Daniel Grossberg
State Representative, District 30
Kentucky House of Representatives

William Hale
Magistrate
McCreary County

Bobby Hall
Judge Executive
Greenup County

John Hodgson
State Representative, District 36
Kentucky House of Representatives

Jason Howell
State Senator
Kentucky Senate

Thomas Huff
State Representative, District 49
Kentucky House of Representatives

David Johnston
Judge Executive
Ohio County

Edwin Jones
Commissioner
McCracken County

Zeke Little, Jr.
Judge Executive
Owsley County

Maurice Lucas
Judge Executive
Breckinridge County



Randy Marcum
Judge Executive
Russell County

Donald Marsh
City Councilmember
City of Hopkinsville

Jason Marshall
Judge Executive
Harrison County

Richard Martin
Commissioner
City of Ashland

Bobby McCool
State Representative, District 97
Kentucky House of Representatives

Mack McGehee
Judge Executive
Muhlenberg County

Terry Meckstroth
Magistrate
Jessamine County

Harold Miller
Mayor
City of Leitchfield

Gary Moore
Judge Executive
Boone County

Sharon NeSmith
Commissioner
City of Owensboro

Sue Parringin
Commissioner
City of Bowling Green

Steve Pendery
Judge Executive
Campbell County

JoEllen Reed
Mayor
City of Winchester

Betsy Ruhe
City Councilmember
City of Louisville

Pamela Stevenson
State Representative, District 43
Kentucky House of Representatives

Walker Thomas
State Representative, District 8
Kentucky House of Representatives

Lindsey Tichenor
State Senator, District 6
Kentucky Senate

Hannah Toole
Commissioner
City of Winchester

Scott Travis
Judge Executive
Spencer County

Thomas Watson
Mayor
City of Owensboro

Phillip Wheeler
State Senator, District 31
Kentucky Senate

Jack Whitfield
Judge Executive
Hopkins County



Bob Williams Max Wise
Mayor Senate Majority Floor Leader, District 16
City of Harrodsburg Kentucky Senate



