ST. CHARLES PARISH

OrFice OrF THE CoUNCIL SECRETARY

PO, BOX 302 o HAHUNVILLE, LOUISLANA TINST
(985) 783-5000 o www.stcharfesparish.goy

July 26, 2024

Mr. Brett Sebastian

State Director

GoRail

425 3 Street, SW, Suite 940
Washington, DC 20024

Re:  Opposing the In-Use Locomotive Regulation
Directly Expressing Opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency

Dear Mr. Sebastian:

On Monday, July 22, 2024, the St. Charles Parish Council adopted

Resolution No. 6780 acknowledging that St. Charles Parish opposes the In-Use Locomotive
regulation on behalf of parish residents by directly expressing opposition to the Environmental
Protection Agency.

A copy of the resolution is enclosed for your records.
Sincerely,

N iehtte Xoradabr

MICHELLE IMPASTAT
COUNCIL SECRETARY

Mi/ag
Enclosure

cc:  Parish Council
Ms. Samantha de Castro w/enclosure
Mr. Corey Oubre w/enclosure
Ms. Carla Chiasson w/enclosure
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 w/enclosure



2024-0258 )
INTRODUCED BY: WALTER PILIE, COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT llI
MICHAEL A. MOBL.EY, COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE, DIVISION A
HOLLY FONSECA, COUNCILWOMAN-AT-LARGE, DIVISION B
LA SANDRA D. WILSON, COUNCILWOMAN, DISTRICT |
HEATHER SKIBA, COUNCILWOMAN, DISTRICT Il
MICHELLE O'DANIELS, COUNCILWOMAN, DISTRICTV
BOB FISHER, COUNCILMAN, DISTRICT VI
MICHELE DEBRULER, COUNCILWOMAN, DISTRICT Vi
RESOLUTION NO. _£/80
A resolution to oppose the In-Use Locomotive regulation
on behalf of parish residents by directly expressing
opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency.

WHEREAS, fieight rail is a crucial part of its transportation system moving over 70 million
tons of freight in a given year; and,

WHEREA.S, freight rail links are a critical link for St. Charles Parish with five rail lines
connecting the parish and its businesses to the rest of Louisiana and the national
rail network; and,

WHEREAS, moving freight by rail provides access for businesses and manufacturers around
the parish helping to create jobs and opportunities while easing congestion on
parish roadways; and,

WHEREAS, rail access has a long history in this region of Louisiana with the first railroads
reaching the region in the 1880s; and,

WHEREAS, for the last forty years the U.S. freight railroad industry has reconstituted and
modernized itself under the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 which provides for
operational independence for the Industry allowing it to reinvest in its
infrastructure and serve communities across the country; and,

WHEREAS, the State of California has proposed an “In-Use Locomotive" regulation that
would prohibit the operation of locomotives in that state that are older than
23-years old unless they are in a net-zero emissions configuration by 2030; and,

WHEREAS, such technology is not commercially scalable nor viable in the time allowed; and,

WHEREAS, this proposal would effectively shut down consistent rail service to the West
Coast and may be followed by other states thus undercutting the inherent
efficiency of moving freight by rail over long distances; and,

WHEREAS, St. Charles Parish lies on a major corridor for freight traffic moving from east to
west; and,

WHEREAS, this policy would have national implications that would be felt in St. Charles
Parish by consumers and businesses ranging from supply chain delays to
additional trucks on parish roadways; and,

WHEREAS, California must receive a waiver under the Clean Air Act from the Environmental
Protection Agency to enforce this policy.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE ST. CHARLES

PARISH COUNCIL, oppose the In-Use Locomotive regulation and urge its congressional

delegation to oppose this policy on behalf of parish residents either through congressional

action or by directly expressing opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency as they

evaluate whether or not to grant a waiver.
The foregoing resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS: MOBLEY, FONSECA, WILSON, SKIBA, PILIE, COMARDELLE,
O'DANIELS, FISHER, DEBRULER
NAYS: NONE
ABSENT: NONE
And the resolution was declared adopted this _22nd day of _July  , 2024, to

become effective five (5) days after publication in the Official Journal.

CHAIRMAN: &. g/dw




