April 13, 2026

The Honorable Members of the New York Congressional Delegation
United States Senate and House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Members of the New York Congressional Delegation,

As local leaders from across New York, we urge you to prioritize policies in the upcoming
surface transportation reauthorization that protect and strengthen freight rail—a system
essential to our economy, infrastructure, and communities. New York is home to 37 freight
railroads operating on more than 3,300 miles of track. These privately funded railroads move
enough freight across the state annually to displace over 3.2 million tractor trailer trips, easing
strain on roads saving taxpayer dollars, and cutting transportation emissions across the state.

Today, many New Yorkers are feeling the pressure of rising costs and affordability. At the same
time, our state is working to expand advanced manufacturing, grow clean energy, and
modernize infrastructure. Freight rail plays a quiet but critical role in supporting all of these
efforts—linking Long Island to Buffalo, the North Country to the Hudson Valley, and delivering
goods that power our economy and daily lives.

Freight railroads also play a key role in keeping supply chain costs down, helping limit
inflationary pressures that directly affect families and businesses. By moving goods efficiently
and at scale, while supporting their own infrastructure costs, railroads support more stable
pricing for essentials like food, construction materials, and manufactured products—especially
important for New York’s economic growth goals.

As Congress considers rail-related provisions in surface transportation legislation, we
respectfully urge you to:

1. Sustain Proven Rail Grant Programs: Federal investments through the Railroad Crossing
Elimination (RCE) and Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI)
programs are delivering real benefits in New York. In the most recent RCE funding round, New
York secured four competitive awards, supporting safety upgrades and planning work in Port
Jervis, Long Island, Westchester County, and along the Hudson Line. These projects reduce
delays, enhance safety, and cut emissions—delivering cost-effective, bipartisan results that
merit continued federal support.



2. Reject Operational Mandates That Raise Costs Without Enhancing Safety: Freight rail plays

a key role in containing shipping costs, but inflexible regulations—such as caps on train length

or mandated crew size—threaten to increase prices without delivering safety gains. Railroads

already follow strict federal rules and invest heavily in infrastructure and technology, which has

helped bring accident and injury rates to historic lows according to Federal Railroad

Administration data. Congress should support performance-based policies that advance both

safety and affordability.

3. Embrace Rail Innovation: Freight railroads are investing in tools like automated track

inspection to detect issues earlier and more accurately than legacy methods. These innovations

improve safety and reliability. Congress should ensure that federal oversight keeps pace with

technology and supports smart, data-driven improvements to rail safety.

Freight rail has long been a critical part of New York’s economy—supporting jobs, exports,

affordability, and sustainability. We thank you for your leadership and urge continued support

for policies that keep rail delivering for our state.
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