April 13,2026

The Honorable Members of the Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation
United States Senate and House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Members of the Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation,

As local leaders and stakeholders from across the Commonwealth, we write to urge your support
for freight rail as Congress works to reauthorize surface transportation legislation.
Pennsylvania’s communities and economy rely on a strong rail system—one that is safe,
efficient, and built to adapt.

Freight rail plays a vital role in keeping our shelves stocked, our exports moving, and our supply
chains steady. With more than 100 million tons of freight moving through Pennsylvania each
year, rail supports manufacturers, energy producers, farmers, ports, and distribution centers. It
also helps hold down inflationary pressures by keeping transportation costs in check—making
everyday goods more affordable for Pennsylvania families.

This work happens largely on privately funded infrastructure. Railroads reinvest billions
annually—over $23 billion in recent years—into safety, modernization, and capacity upgrades
across the U.S. In Pennsylvania, 58 freight railroads support over 4,000 jobs, while also
connecting our industries to global markets and linking communities across the state. These
private investments reduce taxpayer burden by cutting road congestion and wear, and by limiting
the need for costly highway expansion.

But this successful model could be undermined by proposals now under consideration in the
reauthorization debate. One-size-fits-all federal mandates—Ilike staffing minimums or caps on
train length—would disrupt operations without improving safety. They risk raising logistics
costs, stalling innovation, and shifting more freight to already stressed highways.

Instead of rigid rules, we urge Congress to pursue a performance-based approach that supports
continued improvement without stifling progress:

e Avoid Operational Mandates That Drive Up Costs: Mandates on train length or crew
size would reduce flexibility and increase costs for shippers and consumers. Rail already
follows strict federal safety regulations and continues to improve—mainline accident
rates have dropped 43% since 2005, and hazmat arrives safely 99.99% of the time.

e Support Innovation in Rail Safety: Modern tools like automated track inspection,
sensors, and artificial intelligence can detect issues earlier and more accurately than



manual checks. These innovations help keep our communities safe and goods moving—
but outdated rules could block their use. Railroads need the freedom to adopt proven new

technologies.

e Maintain Federal Rail Grant Programs: Programs like the Consolidated Rail
Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) program and the Railroad Crossing
Elimination (RCE) program help local communities make rail infrastructure safer and

more efficient. These grants leverage private and local investment to fund crossing

upgrades, safety improvements, and other projects that matter to Pennsylvanians.

Freight rail helps power Pennsylvania’s economy—and it helps working families by keeping

prices lower and goods moving smoothly. Let’s not trade that resilience for unnecessary red tape.

We urge you to support policies that preserve flexibility, promote safety, and encourage
continued private investment in the nation’s rail network.
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