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Moving Ohio's Economy.
Connecting Communities.

Dating back to the 19th century, railroading in the Buckeye State was 5 112 4 807 14 3M
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critical to economic development.
FREIGHT TRACK FREIGHT RAIL

MILES EMPLOYEES

TRUCKLOADS SAVED

ORIGINATING RECEIVED

Top Commodities Originating Top Commodities Received / Terminated

Crushed Stone & Sand 8.5M Tons | 79.6K Cars Crushed Stone & Sand 10.2M Tons | 93.6K Cars
Grain 8.1M Tons | 75K Cars Coal 9.1M Tons | 81.4K Cars
Intermodal 7.8M Tons | 507.2K Cars Waste & Scrap 9.1M Tons | 94.5K Cars
Steel Products 6.6M Tons | 73.3K Cars Chemicals 7M Tons | 72.6K Cars
Metallic Ores 5.6M Tons | 56.3K Cars Intermodal 6.4M Tons | 507.9K Cars
Other 21.9M Tons | 302.1K Cars Other 23.6M Tons | 294.5K Cars
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Rail Heritage

Ohio’s early railroads couldn’t even agree on how wide to build their tracks. The Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad, the
first company chartered west of the Allegheny Mountains, set its own four-foot-ten-inch “Ohio gauge” after taking
delivery of its first steam locomotive, the Sandusky, in 1837, about a year after the Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad had
begun running out of Toledo in 1836 as the first operating railroad west of the Alleghenies. Those first Ohio lines
helped connect the state’s farms and factories to Great Lakes shipping, launching a rail network that still makes Ohio
one of the busiest freight corridors in the country.
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Class | Railroads

Canadian National

Canadian Pacific Kansas City
CSX Transportation

Norfolk Southern

Total

Short Line Railroads

Akron Barberton Cluster Railway

Ann Arbor Railroad

Ashland Railway

Ashtabula, Carson & Jefferson Railroad
Belpre Industrial Parkersburg Railroad
Bucyrus Industrial Railroad

Camp Chase Railway

Central Railroad Company of Indiana
Chicago, Ft. Wayne & Eastern Railroad
Cincinnati Eastern Railroad

Cleveland & Cuyahoga Railway
Cleveland Port Railway

Cleveland Works Railway

Columbus & Ohio River Railroad

East Ohio Valley Railway

Grand River Railway

Indiana & Ohio Railway

Indiana Eastern Railroad

Indiana Northeastern Railroad
Kanawha River Railroad

Katahdin Railcar Services

Lake Terminal Railroad

Mahoning Valley Railway

Napoleon, Defiance and Western Railway

Newburgh & South Shore Railroad
Northern Ohio & Western Railway
Ohio Central Railroad

Ohio South Central Railroad

Ohio Southern Railroad

Ohio Terminal Railway

R.J. Corman Railroad - Cleveland Line

R.J. Corman Railroad - Western Ohio
Lines

Republic Short Line

South Point & Ohio Railroad

Toledo Industrial Railroad

Warren and Trumbull Railroad
Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway
Youngstown & Austintown Railroad
Youngstown & Southeastern Railroad
Youngstown Belt Railroad

Total

30
1,747
1,905

3,686

68

56

48

15
29
139
70
12

10
316
12

594
14

127
12
6
53
50
5
25
122
60
42
13
69

93
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Why Freight Rail Matters
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Supports Manufacturing

Rail connects manufacturers with
suppliers and customers across North
America, efficiently moving raw materials
and finished goods.

Reduces Congestion

Moving freight by rail removes trucks
from highways, helping reduce traffic and
wear on road infrastructure.
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Strengthens Agriculture

Rail helps move crops, forest products,
fertilizers and other agricultural goods
efficiently and affordably.
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Protects the Environment

ﬂ Freight rail is significantly more fuel
efficient than moving freight by truck,
helping reduce fuel use and greenhouse
gas emissions.
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